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Mindreading in animals:
Can animals think about thinking?

Comparative psychologists and ethologists have made bold 
claims about the mindreading abilities of nonhuman animals. 

In this talk I evaluate these claims in the context of recent 
experimental work on animal mindreading. I distinguish 

di�erent types of mindreading and o�er a theoretical 
framework for thinking about the experimental data. �ere 

are, I argue, sound theoretical reasons for denying that 
nonlinguistic creatures can reason about beliefs, fears, and 

similar mental states. I show how experimental evidence of 
animal mindreading is be�er interpreted as 

showing an understanding of much 
simpler perceptual states.
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